




















during the week and Saturday morning. I paid her the magnificent
wage of $.75 per hour. After graduation she came for longer
periods. When I felt that we both had had an’ opportunity
to size up each other, I asked her whether or not she liked
the work. She said she did and that she eventually hoped
to become a court reporter. Frances Thigpen's office was
next to me, and Loretta and Frances became acquainted, with
Loretta having an opportunity to see the work of court reporting
at firsthand.

When I received the "g}een light"™ from the Governor's
office, I approached Judges Taylor and Walker to solicit
- their cooperation in getting a court reporter appointed
that could act as my secretary. They had met Loretta and
were much impressed and were totally cooperative., I told
Loretta what we were going to do. She was véry pleased,
but was concerned whether she was eligible since she was
only seventeen and it was assumed that one had to be at
least twenty-one to qualify for a state commission. We
decided to make the request but made no mention of her age.
The letter was accordingly drafted, signed and delivered
to the Governor's office. 1In only a few days the appointment
was made and Loretta received the papers, with her oath
of office and personnel papers to be executed and returned.

This was promptly done and a commission was duly issued.
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The salary was good for one beginning, though by present
standards it would be at the poverty level.

I took pains to explain to Frances Thigpen that we were
asking for Loretta's appointment as an official court reporter,
and that this was not to encroach on her privileges but
to largely provide me with a secretary. She was pleased
and asked if she could perhaps train Loretta in court reporting,
and when she wasn't busy as a secretary she could take some
of the work, but under Franqes"supervision. This worked
out well and in a short timebioretta perfected the skills.
It wasn't long before she was much in demand as a court
" reporter, Eventually, after the county agreed to provide
secretaries for circuit judges, Loretta left my office as
a secretary and engaged in reporting full-time.

When Judge McCord became judge in late 1960; he arranged
to have Priscilla Symon appointed a court reporter to serve
2s his secretary. She had had experience in reporting with
the Industrial Commission and was otherwise well trainegd.
It was largely due to Judge McCord's active pursuit with
the County Commission of Leon County to obtain circuit court
sécretaries that this was provided. The situation had reached
the point when Priscilla ang Loretta were competent ang
sought-after reporters, and it was quite inconsistent that
official reporters without legislative sanction to be judge's

secretaries would be available for that official service.
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There was Plenty of work for all, and Frances had as much
as she could handle.

As we approached 1973 and the Article V amendments,
the involvement of court reporting became steadily increased
and, with the effectiveness of the amendment, the expansion
came which doubled the number éﬁé put under the chief judge
a need for comprehensive and reliable scheduling of duties
and assignments.

I wish to observe here that I feel that our corps of
present reporters are exceptionally well qualified and con~-
scientious. The accuracy and tidiness of their transcripts
- and their maintenance of records are in accorgd with high
standards. I credit much of this to the standards and diligence
which Frances Thigpen set for heiself and demanded of those
under her supetvision, This has come downlto those now
functioning. Frances retired May 31, 1979, after three
decades of service. However, excellence of skill in recording
and in transcription became the norm in this circuit, stemming
from those standards she had long practiced.

Our current corps consists of Loretta Jackson, Priscilla
Williams, Betty Kirkland, Jada Dolcater, Eugenia Lawrence,
Lisa Eslinger, Arthur Green and Kathy Webster.

B N T S
Pressures began to be asserted to permit cameras in

the courtroom during judicial proceedings, including jury
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